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I do not speak of my own dreams in my music; 
my job is to build dreams for the listener.

Ana Sokolović, 2006

Note: words attributed to Ana Sokolović are mostly based on interviews or her own writings.
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Childhood in the White City
Born in Belgrade in 1968, Ana Sokolović remembers 
a happy childhood, full of love, security, and art. From 
the age of 4, she took ballet classes, where, drawn to 
the piano in the rehearsal hall, the youngster composed 
her first work—a “Chinese” duet on the black keys. 
At school, Ana learned to sing with schoolmates and 
even found herself playing the drum for the raising 
of the flag on holidays. Her piano and drama teachers 
took special note of her: one encouraged her to pursue 
composition while the other fostered her artistic 
sensibilities with games that stimulated the imagination. 
As a teenager, Ana composed music for her plays, 
including Pepeljuga ide na žur (Cinderella goes to the 
party), which earned her a national prize for children’s 
stage music.

Three Universities, Two Continents
As a young woman, Sokolović completed a bachelor’s 
degree in composition at the University of Novi Sad, 
with Dušan Radić, who encouraged her to value 
roots and traditions. Further study at the University 
of Belgrade with Zoran Erić taught her the value of 
structured thinking. As a student, Ana also taught 
at a college, but the unstable political situation in 
Yugoslavia forced her to leave the country. On July 
24th, 1992, she arrived in Montreal, and the following 
year began a master’s degree in composition at the 
Université de Montréal with José Evangelista. Straight 
away, Evangelista asked her to identify her musical 
language. Surprised by this approach, Anna felt 
liberated by her teacher’s personal approach. She also 
met her husband Jean Lesage at this time, with whom 
she later had two children.

A Flourishing Career
In 1995, Ana Sokolović made her professional 
Montreal debut. Chosen to take part in the ECM+ 
Atelier et Concert (today known as Projet Génération), 
her work was also performed for the first time by 
the Société de musique contemporaine du Québec 
(Ambient V). Choreographer Lynda Gaudeault also 
asked her to write music for her show, Anatomie. 
Sokolović’s collaborations with the SMCQ and ECM+ 
continued with various commissions: Jeu des portraits 
et Bouba (SMCQ), Cinq locomotives et quelques 
animaux, Géométrie sentimentale et Pesma (ECM+). 
The latter was quickly reprised by Toronto’s Esprit 
Orchestra which later led to a number of collaborative 
efforts with Ontario ensembles such as the Queen 
of Puddings Music Theatre (which, notably, took her 
opera The Midnight Court to the Royal Opera House 
in London in 2006), Soundstreams, Arraymusic, CBC 
Toronto and others. Over the years, commissions and 
awards (including three SOCANs for young compos-
ers) multiplied. Today the composer counts over forty 
works to her credit, including stage music, operas, 
and works for orchestra, voice and chamber ensembles. 
A first CD devoted entirely to her music was recorded 
by ECM+ in 2006.

Composition teacher at the Université de Montréal’s 
music faculty since 2007, Ana Sokolović has carved 
out a choice spot for herself on the Canadian cultural 
scene since her arrival in this country twenty years ago. 
As irrefutable proof of the esteem in which she is held 
by her adopted nation, Canadian artists and organizations 
of every stripe have responded with unparalleled 
enthusiasm to the SMCQ’s call to recognize her talent 
through its 2011-2012 Homage Series. It’s an honour 
the composer has amply returned, by stirring our hearts 
and ears more than ever with her invigorating presence.

AnA 
Sokolović
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When Music
Meets…
Besides music, Ana Sokolović enjoys other art forms as well. 
When she was four, she took ballet lessons and, at eight, she 
started acting school. She is also fascinated by paintings, words 
and stories. Ana often turns to dance, visual arts, literature 
and folk music for inspiration while composing.

GAmeS

Dance
Ciaccona is an Italian name for a very old dance, 
popular during the 17th and 18th centuries. In her 
piece, Ciaccona, Ana was inspired by this dance and 
mixed traditional dance elements from her Serbian 
homeland into it.

GAME: While listening to Ana Sokolović’s Ciaccona, 
move to the beat and invent your own dance.

Visual Arts
In the Blanc Dominant piece, Ana drew her inspiration 
from a painting by her friend, the artist Guido 
Molinari.

GAME: Close your eyes while listening to Blanc 
dominant. What pictures come into your mind? 
Make a drawing of these pictures.

Words
Sirènes (Mermaids) is a piece written for six female 
voices. In this excerpt, Ana creates musical 
atmospheres to match the words “voix” (voice), 
“caresse scintillantes” (glimmering caresses) and 
“vertige” (vertigo). 

GAME: As you listen, write down all the other words 
you feel go well with the music you’re hearing. 

Folklore
Serbia has a rich cultural tradition and a fascinating 
history. Ana often uses her country, culture and folk 
music as an inspiration for her compositions. 
When writing Cinq locomotives et quelques animaux 
(Five Steam Engines and a Few Animals), Ana says 
she imagined a train passing through the Serbian 
countryside.

GAME: While listening to the music, imagine 
yourself in the train and describe (or make a 
drawing of ) the landscape and the animals seen 
through the windows.
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Ana Sokolović 
speaks Serbian, French 
and English. 

Did you know her 
name wasn’t pronounced 
the same in 
each language? 

In English: 
AnaSokolović 

In Serbian: 
Ana Sokolović  

In French: 
AnaSokolović  

GAME: Repeat her 
name in ostinato in every 
language and then 
play with these ostinatos 
adding different 
musical ingredients 
(see teacher’s guide). 

Music Recipe
A Feast for the Ears
Recipe by Ana Sokolović 
Inspired by the poem Pour un art poétique 
(Raymond Queneau)

Wrap a few words in rhythm,
Sprinkle with high or low notes,
Add to your taste nuances loud or mellow,
Pour the mixture into a solid container,
Compliment with a pinch of knowledge 
and lots of imagination, 
And obtain a real feast for the ears!

“Composing music is a creative process just like 
writing a poem, painting a picture or imagining 
a house. Music is a very special art form: some 
say music is the most abstract one of all. This 
means you cannot touch it, see it or smell it. 
We need our ears and all our attention to fully 
understand and enjoy it.”
Ana Sokolović
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GloSSARY

The Balkans
Located in Southeastern Europe, the Balkans include 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Greece, Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, 
Slovenia and Turkey. 

Balkan folk dances
Balkan countries have a rich and very ancient folkloric 
dance tradition. Anchored in time honoured rituals 
and festivities, these dances unite families during wed-
dings, Christmas and Eastertime. They are accompanied 
by music with often complex, even asymmetrical, 
rhythms. Ana Sokolović is sometimes inspired by Balkan 
folklore in her music.
 
Ensemble contemporain de Montréal (ECM+) 
Founded in 1987 by Véronique Lacroix, ECM+ produces 
innovative, multidisciplinary concerts and showcases 
Canadian musical creations throughout the country. 
ECM+ has premiered more than 215 works, mostly 
by Canadian composers.

Igor Stravinsky (1882-1971) 
This composer and conductor was born in Russia, but 
spent most of his life in France and in the United 
States. Known for his original way of using rhythms 
and orchestration techniques, he is one of the most 
outstanding 20th-century composers.

Jean Lesage (1958- ) 
Québécois composer Jean Lesage likes to find his 
musical inspiration in works of the past. From 1987
 to 1995, he hosted a radio show for Radio-Canada, 
Musique actuelle, where he often spoke of Québécois 
music. He has taught composition and orchestration 
at McGill University since 1999.

José Evangelista (1943- )
José Evangelista is a Spanish-born composer based 
in Montreal since 1969. He taught at the Université 
de Montréal Faculty of Music from 1979 to 2009 
and travelled a lot throughout his life, including in 
Germany, Indonesia, and Burma. He is particularly 
interested in music from Southeast Asia.

Nancy Barić
Filmmaker Nancy Barić lives in Montreal and has 
directed many short fiction films, experimental movies, 
documentaries for foreign television channels, and 
videoclips. She asked her childhood friend, Ana 
Sokolović, to compose music for her movies Miloš 
et Kiš (2005) and Veronika (2011), in which Ana 
Sokolović also plays the role of Veronika. 

Orchestre symphonique de Montréal (OSM)
Founded in 1934, Orchestre symphonique de 
Montréal, presently under the baton of Maestro 
Kent Nagano, presents classical, ancient and new, 
music concerts.

Queen of Puddings Music Theatre
Founded in 1995 by Dáirine Ní Mheadhra and John 
Hess in Toronto, this company is a leader in the creation 
of original Canadian chamber opera/music theatre. 
They have premiered three Ana Sokolović operas: 
The Midnight Court (2005), Love Songs (2008) and 
Svadba (2011).

Véronique Lacroix (1963- )
Québécois conductor and artistic director passionate 
about music creation, Véronique Lacroix, founded 
l’Ensemble contemporain de Montréal (ECM+) in 
1987 of which she has been artistic director for now 
more than 20 years. She has also served as artistic director 
for several ensembles in Québec and Ontario.

Walter Boudreau (1947- ) 
Montreal-based composer, conductor and artistic director 
Walter Boudreau started his career playing jazz saxo-
phone. He conducts many orchestras and contemporary 
music ensembles, and has composed more than sixty 
works. Walter Boudreau has been artistic director of 
the SMCQ since 1988.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) 
This very famous composer was born in Salzburg, died 
at the age of 35 and wrote 626 listed works. His way 
of writing concertos, symphonies and sonatas became 
a reference in classical music. He also composed very 
famous operas, including The Enchanted Flute, Don 
Giovanni and The Marriage of Figaro.
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The Author 
During an ice storm when she was eight years old, Marie Décary came to the conclusion 
that nothing was better than being a creator all day, everyday, to live or to survive. 
With this realization, she pushed herself to make her own way in the world. After 
studying communications, she worked as a journalist, banner designer, research 
assistant, and filmmaker. She’s been a children’s book writer for the past twenty years. 
She has written three fairy tales and twelve novels published by La Courte Échelle 
editions. Marie loves being around children and regularly attends writers’ workshops 
in primary and secondary schools and public libraries. Together with Ana Sokolović, 
she has also written a musical tale for the SMCQ Youth Sector, which was awarded 
a Prix Opus by the Quebec Music Council in 2001.

–
The Illustrator
Élisabeth Eudes-Pascal has always liked drawing. She studied painting and illustration 
in Montreal. In the course of her career, she has illustrated close to 30 children’s 
novels and albums while working on schoolbooks and international magazines. 
She has lived in many countries; France, India, and the Honduras, where she worked 
with people suffering from intellectual disabilities. “I like helping people find their 
creativity because everybody has it inside them and creating is liberating: we need 
only read Ana Sokolović’s comic book to see this! I have lots of fun drawing and 
painting: I feel I truly exist.” In her drawings, she uses mostly watercolour, a quill and 
Indian ink. She also sometimes adds gouache to her drawings or even glues bits of 
paper onto them. Having the chance to travel a lot, she draws in her travel notebook, 
which tells better than photographs what she sees and feels… such as in this comic 
book. Her talent has twice made her laureate for the Elisabeth Greenshield Foundation 
and finalist for the 2011 Governor General Awards. 

–
Société de musique contemporaine du Québec
Founded in 1966 by composers for composers, the mandate of the SMCQ is to promote 
contemporary music from Canada and abroad. It has carried out its mission with 
great creativity and energy, making it a renowned North American institution for the 
promotion of modern music. Winner of numerous prizes, the SMCQ has gathered 
together many collaborators and prestigious partners over the years in order to better 
accomplish its mandate. The SMCQ maintains a fertile creative atmosphere with 
its Montreal concerts, its youth sector, its Montreal/New Music international festival, 
its Homage Series, its broadcastings, its tours and numerous recordings.

–
The Homage Series–Ana Sokolović
Initiated by the SMCQ, the Homage Series aims at creating an artistic focal point 
around a composer to emphasize his/her “national treasure” status. For its third edition, 
the SMCQ has decided to honour Ana Sokolović, who, through her talent, has 
quickly acquired a place of choice on our musical scene. Her music, which is a refined 
mix of rich Balkan millennia-old tradition and expressive “avant-garde”, immediately 
conquered those who heard it. The entire musical scene has joined in this celebration: 
more than 80 concerts and activities will be hosted across the country during the 
2011/2012 season, involving numerous ensembles and organizations from Quebec 
and elsewhere in Canada. Special mention must be made of the participation of the 
Montreal, Quebec and Vancouver symphony orchestras as well as that of our leading 
educational institutions. 

MArIE DéCAry

éLISABETH EUDES-PASCAL 

WALTEr BOUDrEAU, 
ArTISTIC DIrECTOr

ANA SOkOLOVIć
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AnA Sokolović
Phases, Commissions and Notable Works 

1968
•	 September	7th: Born 
 in Belgrade (Serbia)

1972-1976
•	 Studied	classical	ballet

1976-1986
•	Music	lessons,	piano

1978-1984
•	Drama	classes

1979
•	Actress
 (Yugoslav National Theater)

1980-1981 
•	Television	host
 (Belgrade Radio-Television)

1984-1992
•	Drama	teaching	assistant		 	
 (Dom Pionira & Djuro Salaj)

1986-1990
•	Undergraduate	studies	in	music,		
 composition (Dusan Radić, 
 University of Novi Sad)

1990-1992
•	Music	teacher,	college	level
•	Composition	classes	
 (Zoran Erić, University 
 of Belgrade)

1992
•	Pepeljuga ide na žur wins a 
 Serbian national prize for best  
 stage music for children
•	 Settles	in	Montreal

1993-1995
•	Master’s	degree	in	composition	
 (José Evangelista, Université 
 de Montréal) 
•	Meets	composer	Jean	Lesage	with		
 whom she will have two children

1995-1996
•	Ambient V (two violins) wins the  
 Concours des jeunes 
 compositeurs de la 
 SOCAN award
•	 First	professional	concerts	in	
 Montreal (SMCQ & ECM+)

1995
•	Anatomie (Lynda Gaudreault, 
 choreographer)

1996
•	 Jeu des portraits (ensemble)
•	Pesma (mezzo soprano &   
 ensemble); Concours des jeunes  
 compositeurs de la 
 SOCAN award

1997
•	Composition	classes	with	
 Tristan Murail & Denys Bouliane 
 at Domaine Forget

1998
•	Géométrie sentimentale   
 (ensemble)

1999
•	Nine Proverbs (orchestra)
•	Géométrie sentimentale 
 wins first prize in the CBC   
 Young Composers competition,  
 and the overall grand prize.

2000
•	Bouba ou Les tableaux
 d’une expédition (Young 
 audiences show) 
•	Six voix pour six reines 
 (string quartet and orchestra)

2001
•	Oro (quatuor à cordes 
 et orchestre)

2002
•	Ciaccona (ensemble)

2003
•	Chant (violin and orchestra), 
 set piece for the violin 
 competition, Jeunesses musicales  
 du Canada, Montréal

2004
•	Tanzer Lieder (soprano, flute, 
 cello and piano)

2005
•	 	Joseph	S.	Stauffer	Prize	awarded	
 by the Canada Arts Council
•	The Midnight Court (opera)

2006
•	The Midnight Court at the Royal  
 Opera House, London
•	 First	monographic	CD,	ECM+		
 (Véronique Lacroix; Centrediscs)

2007
•	Orchestra concerto
•	 Prix	Opus	winner,	
 “composer of the year”

2007 to this day
•	Teaches	composition	
 at Université de Montréal

2008
•	 Jan	Matejcek	SOCAN	prize

2009
•	National	Arts	Centre	Award

2010
•	Commedia dell’arte (string 
 quartet), Banff International   
 String Quartet Competition

2011
•	Svadba, (opera for six 
 female voices)
•	 Summer	composer,	Centre	
 d’Arts Orford
•	Tribute	paid	by	the	gamut	
 of cultural associations with 
 the Homage Series initiated 
 by the SMCQ
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You enjoyed reading this comic book?
You had fun playing the games?

Join the SMCQ blog and share your impressions 
with thousands of other children!

Or you can simply come and browse through the writings 
of our different collaborators—performers, teachers, 
youths, musicologists, composers and music lovers. 

www.musiquecontemporaine.wordpress.com

You would like to know if Ana Sokolović’s music will soon be played somewhere 
near you or you would like to hear more about contemporary music news?

Go to our site and subscribe to our newsletter:
www.smcq.qc.ca

Follow us on Facebook!  

new 
SmCQ bloG






